Wilm's Tumor: An Update.
Major advances have been made against Wilms' tumor as a result of treatment methods developed by single institutions that then have been confirmed and extended by national cooperating groups. Better survival rates have been achieved, and therapy has been refined so that treatment can be reduced in early stage disease without jeopardizing tumor control. This results in fewer short- and long-term complications, an especially important consideration in children. Their organs and tissues are vulnerable to anti-mitotic treatments such as chemo- and radiotherapy, that can produce disabling if not lethal dysfunctions. This progress has been the result of the cooperative efforts by multiple specialists, and provides evidence of the value of such integrated studies. They have changed the outlook from a 90% death rate in the early years of this century to the 90% survival rate now possible with modern management.